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Joe Gray Taylor and John Flowers Taylor (no relation) were neighbors and boyhood friends in 
Tipton County, Tennessee in the 1920s and 1930s.  
 
Joe Gray Taylor was born on February 14, 1920, the son of Bassil Gray Taylor and Lennie Fee 
Shinault. He finished high school in Tipton County and became a teacher in a one-room 
schoolhouse on Island 37 in the Mississippi River. He joined the U.S. Army Air Corps in 1942 
and served as bombardier-navigator in the China-Burma-India Theater. He earned a Bachelor of 
Science from Memphis State College in 1947 and MA and PhD degrees in history from 
Louisiana State University. A respected scholar, he was head of the History Department at 
McNeese State University in Lake Charles, Louisiana, and from 1983 until his death on 
December 8, 1987, he was the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences there. 
 
John Flowers Taylor dropped out of high school in the late 1930s and joined the U.S. Marine 
Corps. He had assignments in the United States, participated in maneuvers in the Caribbean, and 
then served in Shanghai, China. The Japanese offensive of December 1941 found him in the 
Philippines. He was involved in the defense of Corregidor and spent the rest of the war in 
Japanese prisoner of war camps. He stayed in the Marines after the war, serving in Korea and the 
U.S. until he retired in 1960 with the rank of sergeant. He then worked for the City of San Diego 
Parks and Recreation Department for some years. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________  
Scope and contents 
 
The correspondence includes the original letters of John Flowers Taylor and the copies of letters 
written by Joe Gray Taylor. The letters are their reminiscences of Tipton County, including the 
communities of Covington, Atoka, Braden, and Mason Depot in the 1920s and 1930s. The topics 
covered include race relations, attitudes toward the Civil War, economic conditions, education in 





Taylor, Joe Gray, 1920-1987. 
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1 Letter: Joe Gray Taylor to Memphis State University, 1986; J.G. Taylor curriculum vitae  
and obituary, 1987. 
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4 1986. 
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8 1985. 
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